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BUCKLE-UP GEORGIA...DAY & NIGHT THIS THANKSGIVING!
Georgia Marks 90% Seat Belt Rate as Holiday Enforcement Push Begins

Nine out of ten Georgians are buckling-up and saving lives on Georgia highways according to
figures released by the Governor's Office of Highway Safety. In an observational survey
completed during the summer, researchers concluded 90-percent of Georgia drivers and
passengers were using seat belts or child safety seats.

The latest highway safety figures were announced in time for the start of the "Click It or Ticket"
safety belt enforcement campaign that begins November 15th and runs through the
Thanksgiving holiday travel period ending November 28th. The Fayette County Sheriff’'s Office
will be participating in the November 2010 "Click It or Ticket" mobilization.

"Regular seat belt use is the single most effective way to protect motorists and reduce fatalities
in vehicle crashes," said Bob Dallas, Director of the Governor's Office of Highway Safety
(GOHS). "There were 213 fewer lives lost in highway crashes here in 2009 than during the
previous year (2008),” said Director Bob Dallas. “However, we must continue to remind drivers
and passengers about the importance of safety belt use, because hundreds of other Georgians
will not be gathering with their families during the holidays this year due to their choice not to
use their seat belts."

In 2009 Unincorporated Fayette County experienced a total of 5 fatal motor vehicle collisions.
Through November 15, 2010, Unincorporated Fayette County has experienced 4 fatal injury
motor vehicle collisions. The Fayette County Sheriff's Office is committed to keeping the
number of serious and fatal injury motor vehicle collisions stable.

More than half the Georgians killed in car crashes in 2008 were NOT wearing safety belts. Yet
seat belts reduce the risk of fatal injury to front-seat occupants in passenger cars by 45-percent,
and by 60-percent in pickup trucks, SUVs, and minivans.

This holiday travel period, the Fayette County Sheriff’'s office will use concentrated patrols and
safety belt road checks to continue to push aggressively for seat belt compliance for the ten-
percent of Georgians who do not buckle-up. As in a growing number of states, Georgia’s
primary safety belt law authorizes traffic enforcement officers to write seat belt tickets whenever
they observe drivers or passengers who are unbelted. A new Georgia law now requires pickup
truck occupants to buckle-up too.

Fayette County’s high-profile seatbelt enforcement programs and road checks are having a
measurable effect on safety belt use, according to Traffic Enforcement Section Commander
Captain Brian Eubanks “Taking two seconds to buckle-up can save your life or the life of a
loved one. It's still your best defense against a crash with a drunk driver this holiday."

“Seat belts are about lives saved and family tragedies prevented. Deputies are saving the lives
of fellow Georgians every time they cite drivers for unbuckled seatbelts or child safety seats. If
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we can all help prevent or reduce the heartbreaking calls and visits made by law enforcement
agencies to the families of crash victims this Thanksgiving, we will make a real difference in the
future of our communities.” According to Captain Eubanks.

Remember to buckle up...every seat, every trip, every time...Day and Night.”
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